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by HARLAN ELLISON 


the only dismaying aspeét of excellence is that it makes living in a world of 
1 ét of living hell. The subtle distressing perturbation. 


excellence, once having given oneself to its perfection, how dreary and burdensome and filled 
with anomie are the remainder of one’s waking hours trapped in the shackled lock-Step of the 
merely ordinary, the barely acceptable, the just okay and not a Stroke better. 

Sadly, most lives are fashioned on that pattern. Settling for what is possible; buying into 
the cliché because the towering dream is out of Stock; learning how to avoid taking the risk of 
the dizzying leap. Miguel de Unamuno (1864-1936) wrote: “In order to attain the impossible 
‘one must attempt the absurd.” So the paradigm becomes all the Salieri shadows unable to 
touch the Mozart reality, all the respeétably-talented but not awesomely-endowed Antonios 
fulminating with frustration at the occasional Amadeus. Excellence in the untalented and ordi- 
nary produces pleasure and awe; but in the minimally-talented it produces hatred and envy that 
boils like sheep fat. 

Excellence is its own master, owes no allegiance, bows its head to no regimen. It exiéts 
pure and whole like the silver face of the moon. Untouchable, unreachable, exquisite. But 
frustrating because it reminds us of how much mediocrity we put up with, just to get through 
the week. 

The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman. 

In any field of endeavor, in any medium of the arts or sciences, an occasional talent will 
manifest itself and, through bare existence, we perceive how mundane has been the effort in 
that field or genre, that medium or category. Until Monteverdi, was there higher achievement 
than that of Palestrina, Wm. Byrd, Andrea Gabrieli? Before Mark Twain, what were the names 
of the writers at the pinnacle: Sir Walter Scott, R.D. Blackmore, James Fenimore Cooper? 
Prior to John L. Sullivan, can anyone make a rational comparison of excellence with any of the 
nameless bare-knuckle champions who spilled their blood in sawdust arenas? There was only 
опе Machiavelli, only one Chaka Zulu, only one Alexander of Macedon, Name the highest and 
brightest and most accomplished till you get to Fellini or Billie Holiday or George Bernard 
Shaw; and compare; and recognize how much higher thereafter is the high water mark. 
Suddenly, there is more sunlight in the world. 

The point being: Neil Gaiman' work оп The Sandman, 

‘This is remarkable work. Perhaps you know that already. Nonetheless, I tell you. А fadt: 
do with it what you will. 

Tt is not merely that Mr. Gaiman (who is midway between being a frequent acquain- 
tance and a close friend of mine, something more than a pal but less than an intimate, and thus 
available to me as “Мей” rather than “Mr, Gaiman’) has committed with these Sandman 
Stories what is usually known as macrography, “huge writing,” work that is to be examined with 


the naked eye, the opposite of micrography. Nor is it unique that Мей has created a compelling 
internally-consistent universe for these Stories: a fully-realized cosmology with a pantheon of 
beings and godlike non-beings, а non-Aristotelian superimposed pre-continuum, a freshly- 
minted polytheism as compelling as itis revisionist, Hardly unique, because every fantasist 
ы universe each time s/he creates а new Story. It's the way the game of “what-if? i 
me people do it better than others; and most people can't do it at all (which is why 
folks who believe a&tors make up their own lines, that truth is Stranger than fiction, 
ге is worth a thousand words, and that we are regularly visited by far-traveling 
libly intelligent aliens in revolving crockery, who have nothing better to do 
ir time than snag couch potato humans so they can have unfulfilling sex with them and 
just for laughs give these lousy sex partners redtal examinations with mechanical appendages 
the size of oil pipeline caissons); and every once in a while a person does it so splendidly that it 
raises the high water mark and puts more sunlight into the world. 

‘The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman. 

Notwithstanding the macrography and the new cosmology, the runaway excellence of 
what Neil has done with this charaéter is wrapped up in the sense one gets, as one reads The 
Sandman, that what one is reading is new, is of consequence, and isn't as transitory (however 
entertaining) as той of what is done day-in-and-day-out in comics. Ifyou have been following 
the progression of Neil as guiding intelligence on The Sandman — 

(Available for the aficionado in three previous graphic novels — PRELUDES & 
NOCTURNES, THE DOLL'S HOUSE and DREAM COUNTRY — and even as a boxed set of the trio 
as THE WORLD OF THE SANDMAN.) 

— you will have been snared by an outstanding intelle& given to esoteric amusements 
and surreal re-viewings of the Natural Order. You will certainly (if you're one of the few sur- 
viving atavißts who Still read for the pure pleasure of intellectual invigoration) have been mes- 
merized by the sneaky wit and puckish nastiness of the Gaiman reformation of the received 
universe. I would praise his erudition, his frequent seeding of the Stories with arcane facls and 
literary glyphs, but asit a truism that it takes a very good con artist to con a very good con 
is possible that Neil “Scam Man" Gaiman is по more widely-read and filled with 
erudition than the con artist who writes these words of introduétion. And, knowing what a 
fraud Гат, quoting here and there in Latin and colloquial French just to seem clever, 
ignorantia legis neminem excusat, like n'est-ce pas, I have my suspicions that Neil has as diverse 
and bellyful a library of references as I maintain just to dro 
the groundlings what a smart cookie I am. 

Not to be diverted too long on that preceding point, but let me give you а f rinštance: 

Early on in the Story of SEASON OF MISTS, when Morpheus sends Cain to deliver 
the message of his imminent visit to the nether regions, the emissary tells Lucifer what is about 
to transpire, and the fallen angel goes off into one of those wonderful rhapsodic panegyrics all 
mad scientists, despots, nitwit super-villains and televangelists indulge in for many odd-shaped 
panels. He culminates his paralogical blather by ranting, “Better to reign in hell, than serve in 
heav'n." 

And just in case the reader hasn't seen the 1941 Warner Bros. adaptation of Jack 
London's THE sea wot, in which Edward С. Robinson as the tyrannical freighter skipper 
Wolf Larsen quotes that quotation repeatedly, Neil bangs us over the head with the infor 
that the aphorism comes from Milton's varanıse ost (1667). Leaf ahead to that page and take a 
lookatit. 


something obscure to remind 


jon 


See what I mean? A really intelleétual guy, secure in his own voluminous erudition, 
uldn't have bothered making sure we know how goddam sharp he is. Now, I'm not saying 
ей isn't as sharp as he wants us to believe he is, I'm merely suggesting that he is so intent on 
Tale the buttressing into his fictional Structure that he makes certain we perceive of what 


excellent granite is made the basement slab, 
jo excellent that one might quote yet again from Milton: “The mind is its own place, 

АГ can make a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heav'n.” 
point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman is so excellent, so much a pre- 
ion of the new high water mark, that we realize as we read, that it is about something, that 
м amusing entertainment. (Though itis that, of course.) 

yt reconnoiter the Story in this graphic novel... what originally appeared in 

ic book format as seétions 0 through 7, December 1990-July 1991, The Story lies 


play the role of the carping bluejay, shricking that Neil says in the earliest section of the Story 
that Destiny catt no shadow, but Dringenberg has repeatedly scumbled in shadows only pages 
earlier. That sort of petty bitching is beneath me, a guy as clever as I am. 

I will only repeat the theme of this preamble by reporting that excellence, as contained 
in the work of Gaiman's Sandman, has made the awareness of the mediocre world extremely 
painful for a great many people. I know this to be true, for I sat there at the 13th annual World 
Fantasy Convention in Tucson in 1991 and watched with devilish pleasure as Neil won the 
highly-prized FantasyCon “Howard Philips Lovecraft" trophy for the Year's Веб Short Story 
+++ an issue of The Sandman “comic book.” Devilish pleasure, I tell you, because all those artsy- 
fartsy writers and artists and critics sitting there expeéting a Standard-print short Story to win, 
choked on their little almond cups as this renegade funnybook guy carted off the 
Big as the Ritz. Much snorting through the nose. Much umbrage taken. Many dudgeons 
raised to new heights, And screams and eries of foul play at the polls. So infuriated were the 
Faithful at such a choice having been made by a blue ribbon panel of experts who couldn't be 
suborned or shamed into overlooking excellence, that the Great Gray Eminences who run the 
FantasyCon from behind their nightshadow veil of secrecy, have rewritten the rules so that, 
heaven forfend, no “comic book” will ever again be nominated, much less have an opportunity 
to kick serious artistic butt. 

The point being: Neil Gaiman's work on The Sandman brings that perennial DC 
Comics charaéter, whom I first loved in 1940 in the 96-page 15€ New York World Fair Comics, 
with his green business suit, his orange-colored snapbrim fedora, his fuchsia cape, his World 
War I doughboy gas mask and his deadly gas gun, into a refurbished State of rebirth, trans- 
mogrified for our angét-festooned era, not merely as a marvelous and entertaining myth-figure, 
but as the symbol of excellence in a world where mediocrity is our normal prison. 

‘And how do we know that what Gaiman has done is excellence? 

We know it because of something critic Susan Sontag wrote. She said, “Real Art has 
the capacity to make us nervous.” 

Nervous. You should've been there at the awards ceremony. Those suckers like as 
almost laid square bricks. 

‘The point being: isn't this Gaiman just too cute for words! 
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Despair says little, and is patient. 


Destiny is the oldest of the Endless; in the 
Beginning was the Word, and it was traced by 
hand on the first page of his book, before ever it 
was spoken aloud. 

Destiny is also the tallest of the Endless, to 
mortal еуез. 

There are some who believe him to be blind; 
whilst others, perhaps with more reason, claim 
that he has travelled far beyond blindness, that 
indeed, he can do nothing but see: that he sees 
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spiral through the void, that he watches the 
intricate patterns living things make on their 
journey through time. 
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The poet Coleridge claimed to have Код 
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word. 


Her appearance is the most variable of ай the 
Endless, who, at best, аге ideas cloaked in the 
‘semblance of flesh, Her shadows shape and 
‘outline has no relationship to that of any body 
she wears, and it is tangible, like old velvet. 


Some say the tragedy of Delirium is her 
knowledge that, despite being older than suns, 
older than gods, she is forever the youngest of 
the Endless, who do not measure fime as we 
measure time, or see the worlds through mortal 
eyes. 

Others deny this, and say that Delirium has no 
tragedy but here they speak without reflection. 


For Delirium was once Delight. And although 
that was long ago now, even today her eves are 
badly matched: one eye is a vivid emerald. 
green, spattered with silver flecks that move; 
her other eye is vein blue. 

Who knows what Delirium sees. through her 
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In this aspect (and we perceive but aspects of 
the Endless, as we see the light glinting from 
опе tiny facet of some huge and flawlessly cut 
precious stone), he is rake-thin, with skin the 
color of falling snow. 


Dream accumulates names to himself like 
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I he is closest fo anyone, it is to his elder 
sister, whom he sees but rarely. 


He heard long ago, in a dream, that one day in 
every century Death takes on mortal flesh, 
better to comprehend what the lives she takes 
must feel like, 10 taste the bitter tang of 
‘mortality: that this is the price she must pay for 
being the divider of the living from all that has 
gone before, all that must come after 

Не broods өп this tale, but has never 
questioned her about its truth. Perhaps he fears 
that she would answer him. 

Of all the Endless, save perhaps Destiny, he is 
most conscious of his responsibilities, the most 
‘meticulous іп their execution, 


Dream casts а human shadow, when it occurs 
to him to do so. 
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BUTNOONE 
орау REMENBERS 
BRECHA 


Џима MORTAL NÅ HUNDRED 
THOUSAND 


The тояр наб 


НИИ NOW, DONN ET 
THE WANING STRAND FOR THE 
LAST кен STRAGGIERS. 


(aur ire rersecny 
PLAIN, ጋሮ ርው 


ESAY WAT I LIKE, 
ОНУ PETAL 


አጋራ” THE 
LORD OF HELL 


HEAVEN 


WERE me Zwsme 
ому exeo У рде one неке. 
TEET N HELL, „Ане TLOOKS LIKE 
MORPHEUS, сокот ве 


1 KEEP TELLING OU, 
DREAM LORD. (Те over, 
TAM делим: 


io 1 Have close ) 


Dom ны dl 


TEN BILLION YEARS TVE 
SPENT "ወ PLACE THATS 


AND WEE ALL 
CHANGED, SINCE me 
ሁና 


EVEN YOu), DREAM 
LORD You WERE VERY 
DIFFERENT BACK HEN, 


WHICH IG OVE 
REASON INE QUIT. THERE 
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Е т HAD NOT керешсі 

ANOTHER WOLD UAE, Niy 

Зеро RAGEL PERHAPS, 
ER SANGALPHEN. 


ОП Also RULE Å 

VERLA MORPHEUS. А 

WORLDOr SLEGPERS AND | / 
гб. OF STORES, 


Omen mene неге “Ч 


BENG MEIR LORD ANE 
MASTER 


A HANDFUL OF 
THEM WERE ONCE ANGELS, 
WHOPELL ипне AT THe 
DAWN. стека sao 
Теке Екон ELSEWHERE, 
OVER THE АСКО, НАСКО. 
THIS PLACE A HOME. 


е 


ም ን 
LORDANDMASTER. A MILLION OE TEM, 
OR MORE, SQUABBLING AN? WARRING 

ÅND CARRYING ON... 


THE RIDICULOUS 
Neue FOR RAME TO. 
[ም Песне: 
WAO SPONE EXCLUSIVELY 
IN VILANLLEG PAIKU 
отет. 


ም 
ALL, те FASHION 


BEGINNING I 
EN. 


WAS AM-- Ноќе 
POWERFUL THAN ANT OF 
ዘ T COULD HAE 
DESMOND ANY OF TEN 
ЕНА EVEN ALL OF MEN 
WITHOUT MACH EFFORT. 


MANIPULATED 
THEM, SET THEN ONE 
ASAINSTINE OTHER) 
LET THEM FACTION 
ANC DIVIZE AND 
ዳመ 


BUT I GREN 

WEARY, DREAM 

LORD. MIGHTILY 
WEAR. 


єлєр 
10 CARE, 


E 


бл уум 


hy 


THEY USE MY NAME AS F T. 
SPEND MY ENTIRE DAY SITTING | 
ON THEIR SHOULDERS, FORING 


THE DEVIL Т HAVE NEVER 

MADE ME MADE ONE OF Tre, 

ZO ITA LADO ANYTHING. 
Р 0 


WY Bo Ter BANE 
жє FOR ALL THEIR. 
ШЕТ ተፎ” 


AND THEN EY 


AGANST WHAT ТН 

пове RIGHT), AND EXPECT 
46 TO FULFLL MER 
DESIRE FOR PAN AND 


MARE THEN COME, 


AND HOW. 
CANAWONE OWN 
A SOUL 


дете + ж 


LEONA BEACH, 


|зовеннеде Perrans? 
የ ። muse? Tr MATTERS 
Си» NOT інде НАР 


Манты» 
ы m tees rare 
“Лы 5 A OE 


ABOUT. 


መረረ O 
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Ё ЛЫГ 


THAT Was WHAT GAVE 
ME The IMPETUS TODO TAS: 
TODO WHAT SHOULD HAVE 
ኩ “ረ 
PERHAPE төв тн 


|ALTIWATE FRGEPOM, єн, скслниоко? 
THE FREEDOM TO LEAVE n, 


FRED OF PEKNE, 


But--your 7 
ረን 


THERE. 
ратите. 
LAST OFTE 
leues ALL 
акне 
AND exis Mae 


ГЕТ 
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MAZIKEEN? 
WHY ARE Ош сты. 
HERE? 1 AM JOUR 
TORE NO LONGER, / 
ene کے‎ 


NED. HECU ARE СНС 
Ney RROAHAP. 1 RILL NGOT 
VORSZHRKE ረ... 


ст ur 
«Шел 


танко LONGER он] 
MASTER, MAZIKEEN 


"auTou may Love 
Me, IF YOU WISH. 


LET ме INTRODUCE 

уби DREAM OF THE 

ENDLEGG, 1426 

MAZIKEEN, Å DAUGHTER, 
OF LLITH. 


የ ን 
ee ye youe እ 


RAUCIVAH WHERE 
HEOL NEG, T RILL, 
VFORROW. RETT NGE 
NED RIZH መ 
(242222 


TET 

SHTAY үну HEOUR 

SHIGE VOR 
БРЕНУЕК: 


2 Ce 
e < 


Where ie she, 
Morningstar 


WILL tare mylene 
OF MINE. 


zenoRe 


once THAT Z 


THIS IG FOR 


1T WILL MARE Your 
Lire ANYÉASIER 


TTBALL YOURS, NOW, 
MORPHEUS. 


Регнат LAUSAT 1 НИЧЕ] 
| EN To YOU WITH AY 
жест Mores. 1 COMP 
Have OLD OU MAT I 
HOPED IT WOLD BRNG 


N-Wurcu Luck®en's Parting 
GIFT алтвастз UNWANT 
ATTENTION; aNp тне Dream 
LORD mecewes UNWELCOME 
visitors. 


СА 


ለ LOKI 
T HAVE COME 


1) СУУ 


AND WHAT 


ITHAS BEEN SAID: "THAT LOKI WILL BE 
BOUND UNTIL RAGNAROK, ИНЕМ THE 
FIMBULMINTER WILL FREEZE INE НОВИ 
WHEN GREAT WOLVES WILL EAT THE 
AUN ANZ THE MOON, WHEN THE САМТЕ, 
Witt RIDE TO WAR CN ASHE MADE 
OFDEAD MENG NAILS..." 
AY LOG WILL BREAK 
Жеди. А 
TALES AG WELL 
AS YOU, GALLOWS 


THE GIANT LIVE? ТО 
 SVAETALFHEIM, WHERE, 
ፐፎ DARK-ELVEG нге? 
ТО MPAVELLIE, WERE 
THE PARES TOIL? 


Ина номае, ш 
LIES EMPTY: A PROTECTORATE OF THE DREAM” 
WEAVER. 
пед 
BEURS FOR ME 
са 


ОТО WAR: 


AGAINST THE FALLEN, 
ома Оян, YOU 


Have 


BECOME SENILE, 


OLD MAN. 


СЕ 


IT INTHECAVERN 
BENEATH THE WORLD, 


nt 


[с IN DE GSTS: Chapin 


Фал. 


[ps] Gwe} васе 

PRISTINE bovem [ns] 

OPENED [up] HASTY 

REACTION (5) NEEDED, 
Т 


[86678] WERT. 


SMET [RS] trump | 


[шуо] counser? 


Pant [EN] EMISSARv: 
Гнеуовеям име (5, 
VULNERABLE, HE [WIL 

CONFER [DN us] (инат 
we] enver. 


THERE Ds] muen [ve] 


Т 
wno HEN [WILL BE] 


| [иям] PROFFER (тони), 


AMBASSADOR 


ел 


МЖ 3 berated 
Е 


"And now, T have” 
another problem and I 
Fo you 


[в WIL BE ANEW HELL 
(акне HELL, THAT RECOGNIZES. 


2123 


ЕЕ 


ЕН OTHE MERI RE 
Е NOMS SPAWNS СРЕЗ, THe 
ен PAS Been AI NAR Ас 


Bo. AND NOS Foul) BETRAYED BY 
БАТ SPT DUPE OF LUCE ЖОЙ О, 


тат 
тат Urne 
Wied нарда. 


Then SOME አጠሩ 
BEEN HERE BEFORE — 
“АС HONORED CUESTE. 


"SOME OF THEM ARE 
905 ALL OF WEN ARE 


TPulissaNT. 


[V TAN GEN ALL-FATAER, OF VERBER WITH NE 
ARENY BON THOR, OF ተፎ AESIR, AND LOK) SKY- ЁС 
WALKER 2 


DEAD OF Te на 
DELTA. WT me 
ÅRE BAST, LADY 
We SEEK THE кеу 

To mele. 


Z 15 SHIVERING Jenny 
‘SHALLOW BRIGADE, 
5 A PRINCESE OF 
VER) 


all, оғ almost all, егісіне вате 
ing: his key, and What it represents: 


SE 


107 Welcome you to the Heart of fhe 


"extend тү hospitality fo you al 
ites for you are being prepared, 
уе Was regard одет 

md becrestion wil be cafered for, 
‘solar as wa are able fo provide. 


Dreaming. 


እ 
и 


The empty (4 
Hel at ance d 

Was Lucier QUA 
aa AR 


እኒ 
ም ም ም. 
ul, be shown зори" room. 9 


Џ A 
er re Wil ре а banquet, x 
2 


u, and for any others 
arrive batiMes. аш 


på 
e... тне реар RETURN; 


ахо Снаньев ROWLAND 
4 CONCLUDES HIS EDUCATION, 


"ONLY IT WASN'T SNOW 
SKELETONS OF BIRDS, 


ND T наз НИЗКИЕ DONN 
These CORRIDORS, BECAUSE 


Tr WAS LIKE ANIGHTHARE. 

HERNE MERE Ош KNOW ITG A 

МЕНТИАЌЕ 20 YOU STILL CAN 
MAKE YOURSELF UP. 


TT) 


(AG SOMETHING BEHIND 

ME Ромео, 

IT NAS alas ONE OR INO BENDS 

OFTHE CORRIDOR BEHIND. AND 

EVEN THOUGH IT WASN'T MAKIN 

ANY NOISE 2 KNEW (የ WAS 
ALWAYS THERE, 


"AND i 


IT WOULD GET me 
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3 1990. Gask 
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уа! 
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227 von 
p» 


х ም 
pa | № | S 
DAG AGO. 


№ PUZZLED AND HUNGRY, HE WENT 
TOHIG LOGKER, AND BOT OUT 


Ан. ROWLAND. 
уке. RONLAND, не 


EM MOTHER. 
THIS le ደጋዘርዳዘመ 


zeaz UNNI 


rieoocwe pamer N) В 
WHO OUTLIED ME, НАС, S. THAT HAVE LOOKED? 


| айт RUMED My NERVES 
AND CONSTITUTION ወሃ COULD NØT HAVE ет 
(TOMME ENTIRELY AE y COMPELLING nero SUBMIT HERE AND TOLDA JUDGE 


A SURPRISE TOME TO CERTAN MUNN 
PRACTICES INTHE 
| > ወጋ BED, 


L BANNED ни FROMMY N ||| AI SAID; zwei N| SEE = 
BEDROOM, AND HE SLAKED TO HELL. WHERE I WAS 1 
HIS UNNATURAL LUST UPON PUNISHED PAINFLILLY, 

13:22:24 | NAD AT LENGTH. THEODORE? 


WHAT CONGO TANK 
TOU ARE PONGE 


Куче 


(75:24 
? AND PUNISHED 
ЁЛ “112222 


YOU ARE NOTHING 
OF ME KNO. YOURE 
መ LITTLE 
Bor. 


22 
MOTHER “ሎ2 


CHARLES? 
PENT YOu WANT T 
PLAY | 

BABEL: 


Em 


HOWEVER, DESPITE ANY 
TRIBULATIONS WE MIGHT HAVE 
EXPERIENCED, WE ARE ALL 
NOW BACK A SCHOOL. 


тет) 
you HATT 


: ше 
“> mm 
Tesenemurz Е 
“ገር MATER 22: 


WHO HAS RESUMED ዘው 
РИТЕР ST You, goy me 
HLARIONS. 4 Een 


ROW. WHATS YOUR 
VERY WELL, EVIL NAME? 

LITTLE BOYE. TANTE 
ONLY MASTER. 


AND T WILL 
ff NOT TOLERATE 


MOULD, SR. 
КЕНӘ 


ሀ. O 
ive you SONEN 
TO BLU AGO. 


TWILL SPEND 72007 
PRAWNG UP A TIMETABLE 
FORTHE SCHOOL SO THIS 
DAY WILL BE PETE TO 
EMENT ETOK. TUL АМТ 
ТО EAR SILENCE FROM, 
АШ OF von, 


MEANT TO OU SILLY 
LITTLE BOY. NOW ТОР 


THEREFORE, 
E 


ЕН BO ТА 
HEALTHY MIND КА DEAD, 
(2 


INTHE APTERN 


(ООН, ፐፎ NEW 


a 


| 


DA BOY ALL THREE: 
WE DI STUFE Ron. 


АМЕР. 
сом езе, A THON 
HEWAS WEAKANDN PAN. 


белесін ON NE 
Vee 
ГЭ 


ITE FINE, ROWLAND. 


1 TOK ни. 
ALREADY, CHARLES. 
ÅND HEG STILL DEAD. 
NOW TG ደጩ TN 


SNS, THEN 
METER ANT. 
a 


FONT HAVE 
TIME JO ARGUE, CHARLES, 
THERE ронан GONG, 
ON сөйт NON. 


Look, YOURE 
ANE WITH ME. 
| ле Srs 


TN NOT CONG тинс X yenn WEL, ти. 
ANYWHERE. ጄሪ 254 
Boon Aa THINS 


Тот WITHOUT 
HIM. TM SORRY 
Зи Quer ACT. 


лу ou HAYE то ти Сан, 
UP WITH YOU LATER, 
= 


у 20256 WONT 
PREJUDICED. 


NEVE бот? инт әңг GARNES 


СО 
<=> 


ж 


а == аха 
AS = 
Ui - 


BUT We err 
WELL MAKE THE 
(057 СЕП. JUST 


<> 


pm 


p 
^| чиген а nanguer rs него, 


ann оғ WHat Comes arten; 
cONCeRNENG DIPLOMACY and 
феркоома, ALackmaıı амр 
ከሸክፍዉ"81 амр an UNUSUAL 
Recipe ron savsacess 


com 
Sou WILL FIND Yougeetuez ус => 
IN THE BANQUETING на 


YOU KNOW WHO THE ዘ ፎም 
OF MEAESIR 16, EN? TLL TELL OU. 
115 ME. тнт. 


OU ARE NOT EATING, LOK 
WOLFE FATHER. 


PP AFTER ТИЕШЕ 

HUNDRED YEARS” I AM 
FME HABIT OF Етна, 

ALL-FATHER, AND T PEAR THA 

WINE WOULD GOTO 
“ዳጋ 


Ое course, iris 


оттек YOU 


OR EXAMPLE: 
, НЕКЕ AY SISTER 


There are деш ny viel 


tore hare, 
many hings | 
185: 


үш መ and 
ЖШШЕ ХЭ, 
AT 
T 
uiis 


T ርፎ MANY TINGS 
Allows есір. AND Tey 
AMUSE me 


VIBE ዳመ ውታ | | TSEEANUEI бор” 
елген бор LIKE YOUR SON ALONE | | OF INE DEAD OF THE 
MEMBER OF ru ANCIENT PANTHEON. 


(кене OF нінен 
HEARTS, PERHAPS 


ЗҮНЕ FAIRY WOMAN, AS НЕ БАТЕ 


We SHE 16 HERE, WHAT SHE ወ 
“THINKING ABOUT. 


[тне PETALS ОР FLOWERS, Z wonger 


T WATCH THE DEMON CONTINGENT 
THERE ш А PECULIAR FLIRTATION 
OCCURRING BETWEEN CMORONZON 


ANG THE MERKIN, MOTHER OF SPER 


“NP I WONDER WHAT GHE 
WOULD BE LIKE BETWEEN 


(7 Like ALL OF Us, KLOERKIN 
[OF ORDER is HERE FOR HELL. 


"T WATCH THE PRINCESS (FME 
INCARNATE Ав A TINY CHILD 


NI WATCH OUR: 
SLEEPING HUMANS, GHANGHAIEP 
inte A MOST 3 


THER COLLECTIVE UNCONSCIOUS, 
A MEAL FIT FØR TE GRS 


wah 
прати 
and we con 236 


во WHAT SG THIS EXTRA NAKENT 
Кого AZAZEL іс GONG O OFFER 

ORPHEUS, TO WAKE Hh OWE US BACK, 
DUR LANDS, МУ SHEET? 


То Од, 
L | Ф 


LEALL, "байм А 


MY FIRST TRICK 


(24:21:59 


[== 
= 


тг LOOK AT THE FAT 

MAR. LIKE Hin TFUNNY 

WHEN HE SHOUTS AND. 
ЛЭ 


туей. You THE DRUNKEN 
OAF PROPOSED то ኣና 


As host Те but apologize, 
Lady Bast. Youwere obviously 

provoked, and Twill speaks 
ford 40 about I Where is 


EAN TF 


T 
HAMMER AASA Пиве фе 


HARD HANDLE 


( 
ከ) "very well. Later. I 
В send for Lady Baer 


та 
Cer 
ЖО 


inydeeision 


тін THE AMAZING: 
CAIN МЕНЕЕ 

THE SHOW TELL JOUR. 

FRIENDS, I ош М?Т. 


DONT бо тати. 
VEN KNOW YOUR 
ME. 


2 
T светне, 


ME YEARS AG 

(OCCURRED то ME THAT IT 

IS EAGIER O НЕНТ SOME. 

ING ONE KNOWS сој 
TANG ABOUT 


mp 
GAINED FURTHER WARRIORS 


чо WILL NTEREST 
DREAM WEAVER“ ONE 


TOR A FRACTION 
‘OF YOUR BOUL. 


ЕВ 
c) ын 


WHAT IM сме ив THE НЕШ 
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NOW, он SULTAN. 
DF SLEEP REACH YOUR. 


f pagi: 
Uns А 
OF ORDER, AND ТАКЕ 

e MESSAGE THERE 


MY DEAR DREAM, 
FOR MANY YEARS i NOW, MYSELF AND 
SOME DF NY FELLOW LORDS OF ORDER 
HAVE BEEN COLLECTING THE DREAM- 
ESSENCES OF THE NELY DEAD, FOR 
PURPOSES DF UR DWN 

WE ARE PREPARED ТО RETURN 
THESE TO YOU, IN EXCHANGE FOR THe | 
HELL OF LUCIFER, WHICH ми | 
(BECOME А NEW REALM OF PERFECT 


ORDER, UNDER DUA DOMINION — 


መዛ 
( 


AILDERKIN 


Г 
тем =š] 


Won 505 i BRIBERY 
ты. S MERE 
en 


THE ከር 1 sha 
PLEAD 

Мйне BF DUR ГАМ. 

Yo APS THAT WILL CONVINCE 


other. 
гај, 
r himself. 


ej 
(OF Не PANTHEON. 


ARE EXPANDING. 
ASGMILATNO OTHER, 
ዘር 


S LATER GODS, 
NEW АПАКЕ ANC ICONS. 


АУН MONROE (6 OURS 
NOW AG ARE КМО 
Pld атое 


ky MOTHER 16) 
ወ 


Ме: 


INFORMATION, 


TRE. TINO, 
NAS E 
AN BE FOUND 


ГАНА 


WOULDN'T THAT ве WORTH) 

THe PRICE OF THe HELL OF 

Шатев то YOU Ако YOUR 
Family, DREAME 


T MUAH PREFER You NAT FORM, 
DREAM, OLD FRANP. 


E 


“Lam thinking fat nie 
ጋ 

sire. 

o 


ረ. 
MU 


Doors SORRY снет 
МОГА ይ TE 
SMALL TALE, кин, 


PY 
fite ይ 


ли we sure መብ 
RON, Ino, пост 


NN 


T BROUGHT ни TO THE. 
DREANWORLE JUST FOR YOU, 
ELG НЕ HELPLESS. FE 

272 TAKE VENGEANCE. 

N LEAVE Hin SCREAMING, 


A 
DEFEATED нм, N TE 
OLDEST GAME. 


TO HELL TEN THOUSAND 
fast, BYA 


STIL REMAINS, 
AFTER THAT WILL BE MINE. 


Wr ME 
THe kø ROHELL, AND 


"One of them и 
а ነ 2 vessel tor 
a Fraction of your soul. 


Cm Tue VEXING QUESTION 
Өк THE Воуекетамту or негі 
218 FINALLY зеттьер; то тне 
C? SATISFAGTION OF some; тне 
Finen POINTS OF HOSPITALITY; 
ND IN WHECH IT 18 DEMONSTRATED 
THAT WHILE some May Fall, 


LET THE SUN Rise, Å BRICHT, NEW 
DAY HAS DAWNED!” 


т өтіп GLORIOUSLY 
DRUNK ON TS MAGNIFICENT 


WINE, ANPONANIGHT [LL 


SPENT WITH THIS LOVELY 
тай, 


HEG WITH THE. 
EGYPTIAN DELEGATION. 
Å TEMPLE PREST OR Å 
DEAD KING, OR SOME. 


МАГА MEET 
катет 


є Т 
бастала 
BEP CHANGER, 


AH NOW, AND WE'VE ONLY 
‘COME BY YO TELL YOU THAT LORD 
SHAPER 15 ABOUT TO ANNOUNCE WHAT 
አጅ PLANNING To po WTH His NEW REAL 


FROCK ON, LITTLE 
ወደ AND COME 
“AND HEAR THE 
OO WORD. 


Po 104 THINK 


OUR WISHES * THAT 

HELL KEEP HELL 

EMPTY AD FORENE 
ተወ THE TIME? 


HE WILL ACCEDE TO 


NOTA HOPE. 
THERE TOO MANY 
ወ BO LEANNG PERSONALLY T 
Он ник ሃሪ SAN FIGURE THE BEST TCAN 
THEMALL LAST” HOPE TO SET OUT OF 

NIGHT. THESE SHENANIGANS 


WS EXCELLENT MINE, 
"AND GREAT SEX = 


MY BARE መረው 


መ Ж 
BONEIN Youre Rot WITH Å 


ም NOT 
222 


ANO MIN 

A REALLY FOUL 

тоор ብዘይ 
MORNING. Å 


А, 
у. ፥ sî 
Ar Wie 


„ЈАВА 
i. | 
Медо 
Ye 


Жав | 
ረጪ 
A ийи чайка, 


201 
"ЗАИР то HER, 
22 


IF You PONT Hoo коя ኻ 
SÍ, «ТИР TONGUE, THUNDER GOD, 
ሬር TEN 


BE OURS, AZAZEL. AND ТОШ 
ÅND TOUR KIND WILL BE ЕТ 
TO SNUFFLE IN THE OUTER 
DARKNESS, LIKE GHOULS 
LY SEARCHING FOR A 
BURIED Toms IN THe 
DESERT SANDS, 


ur толе 
would have wist 
me rush тоа, 
cision, 


pt and Asgard, 


"er 
ene at pan faen 
па е 


С) 
AUR 7 3 


Же ወር ይሩ 
223 па 
‘fra, nof mine 


You CAN DO, 
| nemne now те 


HARM AVP OF 
D ue. 


"т WILL LEAVE 
CAME. 


За Т 
теа шаа us 
59200) Jod wil understand 


will cauce none of p 
ደ distress, S 


5 UNWISE 
Ey 
perhaps, bit 


га 
гс: 
ትዳ 
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утен. WEIS 


У awaye НОЌЕ FUN 


TAN тне ORDER 


STUFFUP ME 
INT WANT IT, 


HANK YOu: 
ате. 
ተ ተሪ 


маа Sidens Y 
Where do you gj 
CIS 


De to him? Nothing. 
иу fo fiend his amen, 


Е 


Tris WELL 


KION 


BUT JF You CHANGE 
YOUR MIND, THEN come то 


5; 
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Lord Odin. 1 

egret that {was 
Cad to reject, 

Your offen. 


Ard Loki. wij, ЗА 
he not say goodbye? (Ере 
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еї, 
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а 

Do 
7 


Odin A- | 


7 
NOT LNPERSTAND! 
THIS 16 WRONG: 
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ЖЕТТ 
ЖЕ 
ҚАН 


ЖҮРЕ, 
ТЕ nal 
леп you may 


а 


ሯ 
d 


SENT FRIENDS, 105 


qu SE 


бе?) 2123 
ተሃ Боја 


NED BY p 


xS 
saved опе 


1 cannot 
Lord: 


2223 før You. 


Fed crente FZ ware todo fig 


A т uera 


eueoua (У ዘጋሁ ሽሽ understand tis? 


MY LOR? SHAPER, Т WILL BE 
RETURNING ТО FAERIE ALONE. МУ әнтек, 
MAU 42 


ረ ው 
are to remain 
Ваката 


т OME GOIN HERE MOST V ( 965 T SUPROSE ne Y ን | REN SCHNEE 
ደሮዛከፎወ то water THE Слас ICIS FELLER, YOU тосомеранј | KILLE N MEMAN. SEAN 
" HAVENT A. НЕЌЕНТИТЕ| |aupme BOTH GOT Å BIT 
81000 WEE АНЕ | | THE MORSE FOR WEAR 
туе тиме WHEN WE HEAR THE 


ME CRASHED THE 


23. (cae, ፳6በዜ/2 
25 CRAWLED AWAY. 


етапи. 
е Сой ЛЕНЕ то 
Сите SIN SET 


Тыс нн 


< "| Акне Down HERE 
EN SME COTA LUMP 


кент ТӨ А 8:007 
ey NET 


PA 
ጃሪ የለው. ረ” 


сав онон, 


MÀ 
У GGUEAK LITTLE. 
22220532 


PE RAVENS. 


РИО ЖОШОЛУ a phies 


KELLEY JONES 


penciller 
episodes 1,2,3,5,6 

When he was born, 1802, Kelley Jones had 
every appearance of being in his mid-nineties. Не 
astonished physicians by growing younger with 
‘ach year that passed. This photograph, taken in 
his seventieth year, appears to be that ofa man 
in his twenties, He died as an infant 1888, killed 
in a nursery fire. A recording ofhis voice reciting 
Keats's Ta Autumn” was discovered on the tele- 
phone answering machine ofa taxi company in 
Toronto in 1979, but was erased by a temporary 
secretary who failed to understand irs worth. 


NEIL GAIMAN 


writer 

To set certain popular misconceptions to кей once 
and for all 

1) He was not found wandering the sewers of London 
av a child during the winter of 1864, unable to say any. 
thing more than “Powerful big rars, gentlemen. 

2) He was never exhibited in public h 
curious only briefly in July, 1 


sto the 


5 to іздей gentlemen 
of Standing from the scientie and literary community. 

3) He did nor have a vestigial ші, 

3) He did indeed have what most people would 
commonly understand as “eyes. 

5) He was not aftuslly the pilot af the Zeppelin, 
although he did disappear for good following the 
explosion. 

6) There is quite obviously no “underground king 
dom beneath London inhabited by huge, intelligent 
rodents." And even if there were, any suggestion of 
Neil's involvement in the тазу territorial negotiations 
between Londons Above and Below сап be considered 

oke, and in poor taste at that 
7) He was afraid of neither mirrors nor Street 


conjures 
S) There were по tooth-masks on the bones 


by NEIL GAIMAN 


MIKE DRINGENBERG 
penciller 
episodes 0e 

allo the people were coming and Leid to them and йі, 
there’ по hope for me here, none of them have faces, always walk- 
ing. and I never sn any o them before, and hey keep touching me 
io the night, always te night, sometimes when the rain comes, 
and no-one sees them but me, grey eyes maybe screaming, and I said 
to them, and I said to them 


P. CRAIG RUSSELL 
inher 
episode 3 
"The details of his black life and dubious death are written in 
certain hooks, and the foolish and the curious may seek them 
out Nothing could induce us to elaborate here: by comparison 
Giles де Rais was an angel in human form, and de Sade a weak 
and simperîng child. The world is well sid af him—ifrid flim 
утуй. 


МАТТ ХАСМЕК 
penciller 
episode 4 


Matt Wagner was the only man to be leted poithumonsly to the 
United States Senate, He served three terms before being narrowly 
defeated by a living candidate in 1874, whereupon he retired from 
public Ме Until recently his jawbone was on display in the 
Smithsonian Institution, 


GEORGE PRATT 9 
episodes 5,2 5 


Documented cases of spontaneons human combustion are А ኒ 
rare; however, іп all the annals of this phenomenon, only ^^ 
George Prate was able to combust on cue, Asa thaumaturgic 1 መጋ: 
Music Най гп Mister Prat would ignite on Stage, in front 

“Га paying audience, whereupon Millicent Wirth, his lover 4 


and asian would extinguish the blaze with a patent liquid 
of Pratt's own invention. This photograph was taken of 
‘Combustible George the afternoon before his nal perfor 
pance, in Boston, in 1901, Miss Millie's" subsequent trial 


and acquittal was a cause dre for many weeks, Filly years. 
later she filled а bathtub with gasoline and climbed into it 
naked, holding a lighted taper 


MALCOLM JONES M 


inker 
episodes 0,1,2 


This photograph of one of Malcolm Jones's three homunculi was 
originally published in he Journal ofthe American Society for Pcie 
Knowledge. Measuring no more than six inches in height, these tiny 
‘creatures were, it is said, capable of human speech, and were wholly 
subordinate to Jones's will. None of them survived Jones by more than 
a week, disintegrating to dried blood, rose petals and ashes 


DICK GIORDANO 


inler 
episode 6 


Impresario, shipping magnate, ой baron, surgeon, and 
philanthropist, One Thursday morning in November, 1893, 
Giordano took his usual table at the Savoy Hotel and requested 
the waiter bring him 'a newspaper, a bootjack, the Bible, a pint of 
vinegar, a paper of pins, and some barley suga Upon the wait 
e's refusal to comply with this extraordinary request, Giordano» 
face dissolved into silent tears. "Aye, me, sir," he said, "you have 
condemned an Копей man to his doom.” Thereupon he hailed a 
‘ab, and was heard to tell the driver to take him to his ffe, a 


Journey of no more than fifteen minutes, He was, ofcourse, never 
Seen again, although his беріп was cut from the Romach fa. 
twenty-five pound Sturgeon caught in the Black Sea on the ігі 
day of World War One. 


DANIEL VOZZO 
ሀገ 
pisodes 


Profesor Vazzo's handbook, Ter Thomand Important Questions 
авон for the Modern Gentleman, улей in monthly parts from 
Ober 1889 оп, contained essays om such vital subjes as: е 
duod, compatible with a bigh andar of 


dancing, as usually 
morality? Was the purchase af Alaska by this government wise? 
"Docs the ty physical sciences militate арена religion belief?" 
"Has our government a right a difranchse the plygamist af лађу 

Not satisfied with resolving these questions, and many others 
обеда! import, by 1894 he began to address such issues as: "Ir 
here a purport to exile? und "What te composition af th 
Philosopher’ Stone?” 

At this time Vorzo began t complain of being followed by 
women with the aces of unital, АЙ copiei of the latter installments 
0159 handbook were host up bye а Еа 
destroyed, and shortly thereafter Vozzo was removed to а private 
asylum. He is ill there, and he has not aged, although on the advice 
ма physician his tongue was surgically removed, and heis 


permitted no writing materials. 


STEVE OLIFF 
ገያ 
episodes 0,1 

Вей known for his revolutionary embalming techniques, Upon his 
death in 1897 his colton o peret preserved schoolchildren was 
donated to the Royal College of Surgeons. It may beinspeted by 
prior appointment, although several ofthe older boys were damaged 
by lig masonry during the Bliz, and have been removed rum the 
permanent оо 


TODD KLEIN 


letterer 


Was never convicted of any capital erime, for reasons thar fill 
remain shrouded in mystery 


KAREN BERGER 


editor 


They say she done them ай of them in. They say she done it 
with an ae. 


| ጋ 
ALISA KWITNEY < 
According to an old New York fəlk-tale, Alisa Kwitney | ነ 


appears in a bathroom mirror to people in the final tages of 
delirium tremens, and pleads wich them to mend their ways. In 
another version ofthe same Story she can be induced (by threat 
ening to break the mirror) to reveal winning lottery ticket 
numbers. 


pr TOM PEYER 


assistant editor 


E Notorious for his cross-dressing during a period when society 
` frowned on such hobbies, Peyer (the illegitimate son of Francis 
Е Egerton, the Eighth Бай of Bridgewater and ча yled Prince 
( ofthe Holy Roman Empire), was arrested at the outbreak of the 
Crimean War for singing an obscene ballad i a public place 
while dressed as a washerwoman The ballad, in the Pari 
- Argot, went as follows: 


Nanti nar the ome of the asi 
Sayı due bion peroney, manjaree on the Tot 

Weal bave to carpe the at in the morning 
Before tbe bona omee of the si shakes bis de. 


DAVE МСКЕАМ 
covers and design 


This photograph, found in the Hanssen cole 
irs at a hasty it glance to be a portrait 
man in a hat, his coat glittering with 
five brass buttons A second, and more care look 
reveals that this s simply ап illusion: we are looking 


tion, app 


island, and a fallen tree, the at x mal body of 
iona ofthis 


water in the distance. Photographic il 
Kind were popular with our forefathers; to our 
more sophisticated eyes, however, the deception is 
transparent, and once we sec it for what it is, we are 
unable t ве the face that once we thought we 

save, The seagull in the foreground i extremely 
blurred, due to the lengthy exposures Vitorian 
photography demanded. 


HARLAN ELL SON 


22223 


Harlan Ellison is the author ofi cighr books кай 
is Bitedin the Swedish National Fnyepedi. 


LOOK FOR E 2 BOOKS: 


АШ VERTIGO backti 321191125761 $ 


22222 


22222) 
асул Сочи е 


Koben Hera Truman 


Chnstopher Бом ва Bokn 


маку 
11222222 


222 


чив st мау 


тив eco 
көзе, 
эла 


тик BOOKS OF MAGIC 
Мей Gaimandjob Воо 
Жон ampare Vea) son 


me BOOKS OF MAGIC BINDING 
olin Ney Меат Атау ees вон 


чик BOOKS OF አለርዘር* onmes 
Јана እክ Gr 
eter ባኮ мет << am, 


ти BOOKS OF MAGIC RECRONINGS 
Jot Ney Tiberen! 
кае Gol Rly 


АТАК 
Mash Whvatey/a Hempel 


DETIENE їшї COST OF LIVING 
Nel ር ርክ tach 
мый ከአፊ 


ከርበ በክ OF YOUR LE 
Mark Huck Рено 


THE WRECKAGE 


223 
‘ee Milan нарс 


Jani Delano тором 


HELLBLAZER DANGEROUS НАНТ 
Cr n/a ወሎው 


ТТІ 


ዜ 2 
pean Moe cha Lart 


ЕТТІ 
| nen Неке 


VrorvENDETTA 
An Moo Dari шө 


ine Leia simpson 


СЕ 
“nes Кањон Sres 
ыы 


for mature readers 


22772122 


THE SANDMAN PRELUDES & NOGTURNIS 
Nol Gama ey 
22200200 


не SANDMAN TUE DOLLS HOUSE 
Ne Gian Mike gener 
አክላ Janey MC acto 


Ned Gaiman elle Jose 
Velen Dori Mim Jones ll 
THE SANDMAN SEASON OF MISTS 


Nele =e 


ONS OF INTEREST 


DELE 


OL THE чели COMICS SHOP 
CARRYING COLLECTED EDITIONS AND 
мохта түлі ном Dc сом. 
2122-2222 


LHE SANDMAN IS THE MOST ACCLAIMED AND AWARD-WINNING COMICS SERIES 
OF THE 19905 FOR GOOD REASON. Å SMART AND’ DEEPLY BROODING EPIC, 
ELEGANTLY PENNED BY NEIL GAIMAN AND ILLUSTRATED: ВУ А ROTATING CAST OF 
COMICS MOST SOUGHT-AFTER ARTISTS, IT ISA RICH BLEND OF MODERN MYTH 
AND DARK FANTASY IN WHICH CONTEMPORARY. FICTION, HISTORICAL DRAMA, 
AND LEGEND. ARE SEAMLESSLY ‘INTERWOVEN, THE SAGA OF THE SANDM/ 
ENCOMPASSES X SERIES OF TALES UNIQUE IN GRAPHIC “LITERATURE, AND 15 
А STORY YOU WILL NEVER FORGET 

AN 15 A STORY ABOUT STORY ል MYTH ABOUT MYTH. APOSTMODERN METAHCTION 


CHARLES SHAAR MURRAY 
12012) 


TEN THOUSAND YEARS AGO, LORD MORPHEUS CONDEMNED A WOMAN У/НОЛОУҒОЕНІМ 
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